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30-Day Outlook for valid for the Lightering LLC operations at a site near Tanner Banks  
Offshore California at 32° 15’N, 119° 50’W 
Valid for the month of December 2018                                             Issued: Thursday, November 29, 2018 
     
The image below shows sea surface temperature anomalies worldwide. The center and right-center part of the image 
shows that sea surface temperatures along the eastern Pacific equator remain slightly above normal at the end of 
November. The ENSO Index (El Niño-Southern Oscillation) remains in its neutral phase with a value of +0.4. This pattern 
will not be classified as an El Niño until the value is at or above +0.5 for one three-month period (such as November, 
December, and January or NDJ). The trend is for this pattern to warm a bit more and be officially classified as El Niño, 
although a weak one, during the winter. 

 
The Arctic Oscillation (AO) is in a negative phase at this time and looks to remain negative or near neutral for at least 
the next two weeks and there is an indication this may continue to the end of December as well. 
 

The pattern shown on today’s weather maps is showing an El Niño influence as a well-developed low pressure system 

both at the surface and aloft barrels across the US West Coast. The weather maps for the next 16 days, with today as 

day 1, show five significant weather systems impacting Tanner Banks. The second one is forecast to drop out of the Gulf 

of Alaska and into the western US this weekend should reinforce the first one and delay a significant decrease in wind 

and sea conditions until Monday and Tuesday.  
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A third one, a low pressure system moving west to east across the North Pacific, should weaken in the eastern North 

Pacific and pass close by the Tanner Banks site on Thursday and Friday of next week. The fourth one is shown to have a 

one-two punch as a large low pressure system deepens south of the Gulf of Alaska, driving a cold front across the 

California coast on Monday the 10th or on Tuesday the 11th. This should bring in elevated westerly winds and swells. A 

fifth low pressure system with a cold front is indicated for Friday or Saturday, December 14th or 15th. This may be 

followed by building high pressure behind it, resulting in increasing NW winds and waves.  

 

The second half of December should be less active for the West Coast with more time between major weather systems 

than is expected during the first half of the month. Two or three deep low pressure systems with cold fronts would fit 

this pattern, averaging 5 to 7 days between the passage of the cold fronts.  

 

In the present pattern, the wind will remain above 20 knots until Sunday morning, December 2nd. Significant waves will 
remain above 10 feet until later Saturday. Favorable conditions are forecast for Monday and Tuesday. The 20 knots and 
10 feet levels are not likely to be breached again until next Friday, December 7th and Saturday the 8th as large, deep low 
pressure in the Northeast Pacific send higher swells into this area and building high pressure off the US West Coast 
brings the possibility of 10 or 11 foot seas.  
 
For the days following there is some uncertainty as the computer guidance models are showing some inconsistencies 
for those days up to mid-month. The most reasonable forecast for the second half of the month would be for three 
possible occurrences of winds above 20 knots and seas above 10 feet, one on the 19th or 20th, another on the 26th or 
27th, and at New Year’s Eve. Otherwise, the wind should be at or below 15kts and 6 feet from December 16th to the 31st. 
 
Regards, 
 
Marshall Wickman 
Senior Marine Meteorologist – Meteorological Specialist 
Wilkens Weather Technologies, by DTN 
Houston, TX 77042 
 
 


